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ABLE DANGER  
Rated:NR 
 
For movie details, please click here.  
 
Like a tsunami or an earthquake, the well-documented corruption, cronyism 
and deception of the Bush administration has been so overwhelming and 
catastrophic that as a nation we're pretty much too stunned-simple to even 
process it anymore. What other explanation for the World Trade Center attack 
having come under a Republican president who'd politicized the FBI and other 
agencies, packing them with inept loyalists, who yet somehow convinced us 
that Republicans are the better of the two parties at preventing terrorism? 
Hello? 
 
In the face of such up-is-down, black-is-white manipulation—and that was just 
one small example, Brownie—one refuge is absurdity. Writer-director Dave 
Herman, a.k.a. Paul Krik, understands this. Make a serious drama suggesting 
the Bush administration had complicity in 9/11, and you risk jeers as if 
suggesting the Earth is flat. Make a mildly surreal, mostly black-and-white 
homage to film noir, set in the built-in ironic enclave of hipster Brooklyn, and 
you can say all sorts of things, some of them maybe even true. 
 
Opening with ominous imagery and lettering inspired by Soviet-era 
propaganda posters, and moving to grainy surveillance-video footage with 
Terminator-like screen text ID'ing individuals and listing courses of action, 
Able Danger establishes a mood that's both wearily resigned to the privacy-
eroding parade of security cameras that now capture our every public step 
and over-the-top enough to lull you into the comfort zone of satire. But the 
titular Able Danger was a very real, classified intelligence project begun by the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff in late 1999 to develop a plan to combat international 
terrorism in general and al-Qaeda in particular. Its existence became public in 
2005, after the project was terminated, and while it's unclear whether it did 
identify one of the 9/11 masterminds, Mohamed Atta, as its proponents claim, 
it seems all too clear that its findings were suppressed and its personnel 
stonewalled, adding one more layer of mystery to the WTC attack. 
 
The what-if scenario here involves modern-day versions of film noir 
archetypes (with old-fashioned rat-a-tag dialog), as opposed to being neo-
noir, which lays modern-day mannerisms onto the genre's classic themes. As 
always, you've got the well-meaning schlub—in this case, lefty coffeehouse/
performance-space owner Thomas Flynn (Adam Nee)—who gets suckered by 
some mysterious damsel-in-distress—in this case, the pseudonymous Birgit 
Weber (Elina Löwensohn). As for the stuff dreams are made of, here it's a 
hard drive containing some MacGuffin or other. Flynn publishes a 9/11 
conspiracy-theory website, and when his friend and partner Nathan (Brandon 
Bales) is killed while escorting the dame to a meeting with some shady 
European with ties to Atta, well, when a man's partner is killed, he's supposed 
to do something about it. 
 
That something leads poor sap Thomas into the bowels of danger he's not able 
to readily avoid. Another friend is killed; Thomas gets tazed, man; Birgit 
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ABLE DANGER

Weber is really Kasia Fuchs; and darned if the effete operative Axel (Michael J. 
Burg) isn't Joel Cairo gone German. Nee gives a well-constrained performance 
as a fanatical idealist with tough-nerd swagger, who really is in over his head, 
and the Bucharest-born Löwensohn, as always, rivets you to her every scene 
and slinky move. Her Birgit/Kasia is a not-quite-undead emotional vampire, 
whose wide, world-weary eyes are her fangs. And in Herman/Krik's vision of 
Brooklyn, these two souls exist in a borough so sad and strange that Jesus 
watches through many icons but doesn't lift a finger to help. 
 
That's probably just cosmic indifference, or maybe everything here is so odd 
and disturbing, He simply wants to see what happens next. Despite some low-
budget shortcomings—the audio can be muddy, the music occasionally 
bombastic, and some shots here and there might have benefited from a few 
more takes—Able Danger is a smart and all-too-conceivable conspiracy thriller 
that raises serious questions in less-than-serious ways. Do we really think we 
know the entire truth behind 9/11? If so, the movie shows a bridge it might 
want to sell you…. 
 
 
Critic: Frank Lovece 
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9/11 Conspiracy For Hipsters: 

Able Danger Review 
 

 
By Steven Boone posted 23 hours ago

 

Paul Krik’s low-budget indie thriller Able Danger is nicely shot in tinted b&w hi-def video, slickly mixed, 
scored and edited almost to the point of being indistinguishable from this or that Bruckheimer TV show. And 
Krik is a keen film student: Many of the film’s images recall Welles, Lang, Fuller, Mann, Kubrick, 
Frankenheimer– you name it. Hipster-geek lead Adam Nee, as a conspiracy theory blogger convinced that 
9/11 was an inside job, shows subtle, offbeat charm. Young film majors curious about how to pull off a 
polished look on a shoestring may want to check it out. Krik gets a lot of mileage out of color correction 
software, real Brooklyn locations and one beat-up mountain bike. 

Most memorably Krik also shows an eye for cute European and American hipster chicks in dark femme 
fatale dresses, retro skirts and, most memorably, panties. Along with the general flippant air and egghead 
referentiality, the way Krik’s camera leers at gorgeous white women should earn him faint comparison to 
Jean-Luc Godard. Elina LÃ¶wensohn, as the lead femme, might have stepped out of Alphaville. 

But the conspiracy crowd Able Danger hopes to entertain and poke affectionate fun at will likely find it a 
trifling way to re-package the crime of the century. Well, at least I did. The facts and suppositions 
surrounding 9/11 were more entertainingly dramatized in docs like Fahrenheit 9/11 and Zeitgeist: The 
Movie. Those films also manage to arouse something along with the mischief that Able Danger never gets 
around to: a chill down the spine arising from real fear and sorrow. 
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Sep 11 08  
Posted by 
Brandon Harris 

ABLE DANGER - What You Don’t Know Can Hurt You

Comedy   |   Drama   |   On the Festival Circuit   |   Theatrical Release   |   Thriller  

 

A fast paced, HD-hard noir that leaps headlong into a maze of genre moves, Paul Krik’s 
post-9/11 paranoiac narrative Able Danger is named for the classified military planning 
effort that was charged with developing operational procedure against transnational (read 
Islamic) terrorists. In a cruelly ironic twist of fate, the small group of elite military 
personnel involved with the program were accused after Bush’s midterm reelection of 
identifying Mohammad Atta and his terrorist cell before 9/11 and doing nothing to stop 
them by Representative Curt Weldon, a Pennsylvania Republican, only to be ordered not 
to testify in front of Senate Judiciary Committee chairman and fellow keystone stater 
Arlen Specter’s hearing about the facts surrounding Atta and Able Danger by the 
Department of Defense. Getting skeptical yet? 

In Krik’s resourceful if didactic movie, shot in a high contrast black-and-white that milks 
maximum atmospheric effect out of its wide, busy compositions and chiaroscuro lighting, 
Adam Nee plays Thomas Flynn, skinny and nebbish, a lefty bookstore owner and author 
of 9/11 conspiracy books. One of these books leads him into a situation of increasingly 
deadly intrigue involving a mysterious Eastern-European woman named Kasia (Elina 
Lowensohn), who comes to his store one day claiming to have information verifying 
Mohammad Atta’s involvement with the US Government. After she waltzes into his 
Brooklyn bookstore Vox Pop and claims to have answers to his many questions, they set 
off together on a trip down the noir paradigm of secrets and lies, betrayals and cover ups. 
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As people associated with Kasia and her brief interlude in Atta’s Venice, Florida flight 
training circle begin turning up dead, Flynn begins to trust and protect Kasia. He is soon 
harassed, followed, questioned and mugged by unsavory and technologically advanced 
boogeymen. Not long after that, his own friends begin turning up dead and he’s accused 
of the murder of his roommate and fellow skeptic Mikey, at which point he’s promptly 
chased around Brooklyn by police, government operatives, German madmen and 
elliptical women, all of whom seek a hard drive Kasia and he have hidden with proof of 
Atta’s patsy status. Flynn, despite his Brooklyn hipster exterior, proves to be a resilient 
protagonist, although one is never in doubt that he’ll be unable to survive his findings. 

The cynicism this movie taps into is as old as Watergate and as new as Sarah Palin, but 
so too are the stylistic influences Kirk draws on to fashion this rather straightforward 
conspiracy tale. While he’s primarily drawing on the the aesthetic qualities of post-war 
B-cinema, he also owes a significant debt to the Darren Aronofsky of Pi here, with his 
harsh, low-budget black-and-white New York being traversed by an increasingly 
unhinged, physically threatened outlaw intellectual (although Krik’s film is more 
stylistically restless and ideologically engaged in its particular moment than 
Aronofsky’s). Able Danger bursts with wild flourishes of montage, unsubtle musical 
cues that verge on camp and a visual style that oscillates often violently between noir 
influences. The Conversation-esque long lens surveillance camera footage and 
apocalyptic CGI images are but a projection of Flynn’s grandiose self-importance and his 
all too real dreams of imminent destruction, both personal and societal. Krik’s thriller is 
clearly a product of our unsettled age. 

— Brandon Harris 

(Able Danger opens in four cities today, September 11th, including The Pioneer in New 
York City. Visit the film’s official website to watch a trailer and learn more.) 

Tags: 9/11, Brooklyn, conspiracy theorists, New York City
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America's Secret Establishment: An Introduction to the Order of Skull & Bones. 
 
The Manchurian Candidate - So over the top and wonderful and yet it still got me. 

I was right there, believing everything while watching. Anything is possible. 

Sinatra is awesome.
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funny! these are some of my favorite movies, too! 

# posted by  Sander Hicks @ 9/08/2008 9:34 PM   
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PAUL KRIK'S FAVORITE CONSPIRACY MOVIES, PART TWO 

TORONTO: PALESTINIAN DIRECTOR 

RASHID MASHAWARI  

GETTING READY FOR THE IFP  

FILMMAKER BLOG 
Wednesday, September 10, 2008

Paul Krik, whose Able Danger opens tomorrow in theaters in four cities, including 

New York's Pioneer Theater, gave us a list of his favorite conspiracy films. Two 

days ago we ran his list of Hollywood conspiracy thrillers. Here is his list of 

independent 9/11 films. 
 
Mohammed Atta and the Venice Flying Circus - Reporter Daniel Hopsicker is on 

the ground in Venice, Florida, where the terrorists all trained – gumshoeing, 

knocking on doors, asking questions, turning over stones. His interview with 

Mohammed Atta's girlfriend and the time he humped her feet while she slept is 

absolutely mind-blowing. To say nothing of his relationship with his German 

handlers, his coke habits and in general, the fact that the CIA “is” the largest 

airline in the world in the form of small no-name airlines all over Florida. How else 

do you think the coke gets into the country? And the arms get to the Ayatollah 

(that's a reference to Iran-Contra for anyone paying attention). The movie is the 

video documentary follow up to his excellent book, Welcome to Terrorland -- 

about Florida. Hopsicker has removed a brick from the wall. The dyke is open, let 

the water of truth flow. 
 
Any video with Webster Tarpley speaking. Author of the book Synthetic Terror. 
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You can find plenty on Google video and YouTube. The truth is out there. Big 

picture historical truth. So scary it has to be true. 
 
Zeitgeist the Movie - Renewed my faith in Xmas by tracing it back to the 

Egyptians. 
 
Fahrenheit 911 - I don't know how he pulled off getting that footage. Amazing. 

Stunning. Hilarious. A great starting point for mainstream America. Doesn't it 

show that we're hungry as hell for the truth? 
 
Loose Change - Amazing what two college kids can do. They're collecting stories. 

Not great investigative journalists, but lots of great stuff. Questions posed that 

ultimately need to be answered. Some stuff in there I think is booshit. But some 

really profound simple things that just don't hold water, for instance that 

Mohammed Atta was identified within minutes after the crash by a passport that 

supposedly fell from the plane? Official story; jet fuel hot enough to melt the 

building - the first steel frame building in history to fall from fire, but not burn his 

passport up? 
 
  
 
Alex Jones Terror Storm/ Bilderburg Group – Alex is relentless. And hilarious. 
 
 ARCHIVES
 
# posted by Scott Macaulay @ 9/10/2008 07:06:00 AM 

Comments (1)

  

Matt Taibbi's words seem to bear repeating more and more these days, alas: 
 
"[9/11 truthers] give supporters of Bush an excuse to dismiss critics of this 

administration. I have no doubt that every time one of those Loose Change 

dickwads opens his mouth, a Republican somewhere picks up five votes. In fact, 

if there were any conspiracy here, I'd be far more inclined to believe that this 

whole movement was cooked up by Karl Rove as a kind of mass cyber-

provocation, along the lines of Gordon Liddy hiring hippie peace protesters to 
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piss in the lobbies of hotels where campaign reporters were staying. 
 
Secondly, it's bad enough that people in this country think Tim Lahaye is a 

prophet and Sean Hannity is an objective newsman. But if large numbers of 

people in this country can swallow 9/11 conspiracy theory without puking, all 

hope is lost." 
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POSTING ABLE DANGER 

FILMCATCHER INTERVIEWS  

INDIES IN TORONTO SET IN NEW 

YORK: ONE A STEP FORW...  

FILMMAKER BLOG 
Friday, September 12, 2008

To conclude our series of blog posts from Paul Krik, writer/director of Able Danger, 

currently in theaters, here is his breakdown of how he posted his movie. 
 
Able Danger was shot on an Panasonic AG-HVX200 by accomplished Brooklyn-

based cinematographer Charlie Libin. We shot HD using no tape. It was shot to P2 

cards, basically RAM and then copied to a hard drive. It was edited on Avid mostly 

on a laptop in a basement and then on an Avid at Jump Editorial. It was edited in 

HD but at the Panasonic "native" file size of 1280 x 720. This is not true HD, but 

after testing the camera's 1920 x 1080 record modes, I found the difference 

negligible and the 1080 mode had problems with motion. And the file sizes made 

shooting 1080 inefficient. 
 
After much research about the absolute best methodology for finishing, I decided 

on the following; 123,840 uncompressed TIFF frames (86 mins x 24 frames per 

second) were exported to a hard drive and brought over to one of my favorite 

post production facilities, NICE SHOES, and colorist Chris Ryan imported the TIFF 

sequence into the specter (German color correct box) and bumped up to true HD 

1920 x 1080. It was color corrected there and laid down to D5. 
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No special pro lenses were used. We used a wide angle adapter on occasion and a 

long lens adapter for daytime surveillance. For surveillance night scenes, we used 

military grade night vision. 
 
I did all of the sound editing and sound designing and editing and music editing in 

the Avid. The final was mixed in Protools. Shots that needed effects were exported 

as uncompressed TIFFs out of Spectre and went to one of two places: 
 
1. AFTER EFFECTS was used for the surveillance graphics. It took months to 

develop the surveillance look. We (Roberto Serrini and I) experimented with a lot 

more graphics on screen and a lot more text. But that took away from the beauty 

of the imagery and became too noisy and less "filmic" also getting the right 

interaction of the onscreen text, the surveillance chatter (which I recorded 

through a kids' toy voice distorter) and the onscreen action took a lot of fine 

tuning. I worked intimately with my assistant and After Effects artist refining ad 

infinitum. After I color corrected the night vision in Specter, TIFF frames were 

exported and we laid the After Effects back on top and then exported TIFF frames. 
 
2. THE FLAME was used for some "gun flashes" and "electricity" in the stun baton 

were added after the color correct and bump up to 1080 HD from the Specter. The 

color TVs were composited and tweaked in the flame by Nick Sasso at Manic. Final 

finishing took the After Effects TIFF frames and conformed in the flame and laid 

down to D5 at NICE SHOES. 
 
The film basically only existed on hard drives until we were done and laid down to 

D5. I think it was pretty innovative. The dream sequences on top of the World 

Trade Towers were shot on green screen, and uncompressed TIFFs were exported 

out of Avid and into FLAME and matte paintings and comps were done in flame. 

The intro animation was done in After Effects.
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